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-- Briefs & Reminders -- Industry Notes 

-- MPA Calendar & Marketplace
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-----------

-- Day at Capitol Feb. 18; Register for FEB. 17 RECEPTION

MPA Day at the Capitol will be Thursday, Feb. 18. 

This is a free event for MPA members, including lunch with the governor, but you must register. Lunch will be paid for by Missouri Press. If you register for lunch and do not attend, Missouri Press will bill your newspaper $10 for each no-show.

MPA encourages you to go to Jefferson City on Wednesday, Feb. 17, to visit your representatives and senators and to help lobby on MPA issues. MPA will distribute talking points in advance.

MPA NEEDS TO KNOW NOW IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND THE WEDNESDAY EVENING RECEPTION. That event will be cancelled if too few people register. Email mailto:kwilliams@socket.net.

If you need a hotel room, MPA will have a room block at the DoubleTree in Jefferson City ($99). Call the hotel at (573) 636-5101.

The agenda:

Wed. Feb. 10: MPA members come to the Capitol to visit Legislators.
5:30 p.m. MPA Reception for newspaper members only at the DoubleTree.

Thurs. Feb. 11: Breakfast on your own
10-11:45 a.m. — Program in the Senate Lounge, third floor, Capitol 

Noon — Lunch in the Governor's Mansion

1 p.m. — Gov. Jay Nixon, followed by Legislative Leaders panel

2:30 p.m. — End of program

To register, mail, fax or email the names of people from your newspaper who will attend Day at the Capitol. Be sure to indicate those who will attend lunch. An accurate count for lunch is critical.

Email or fax the names to Kristie Williams at MPA, (573) 874-5894; mailto:kwilliams@socket.net.

------

-- Free for newspapers: A Haiti earthquake page for kids

Missouri Press member newspapers are invited to run a "Kid Scoop" page about the Haiti Earthquake for young kids -- at no cost. 

The page contains earthquake news, information on what makes an earthquake, how kids can help and a map showing the location of Haiti.

For more information and to download the page, go to: http://www.inlandpress.org/articles/2010/01/19/knowledge/current_stories/doc4b54efc0c3bed901162737.txt.

------

-- Buy AP images from Haiti here

If you are interested in purchasing AP photos from Haiti, go to the website www.apimages.com. You can purchase single photos as needed.

------
-- News briefings on state of health care in Missouri

Journalists from across the state are invited on Friday, Jan. 29, to a day of news briefings in Jefferson City focused on the state of health and health care in Missouri.
This no-cost event – presented by the Association of Health Care Journalists (http://www.healthjournalism.org/jc10) – is meant to provide reporters and editors with access to state officials focused on the health of Missourians. You get insight into state health policy during a period of intense reform, stories of immediate use and ideas to pursue in the weeks ahead.
Location: Capitol Plaza Hotel, across the intersection from the Capitol.
The day's events from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. will include free breakfast and lunch. 

To reserve meals and obtain credentials for the event, send an RSVP via the online form at http://www.healthjournalism.org/state-of-health-form.php. Call AHCJ at 573-884-5606 with any questions.

------

-- Free Seminar on AMBERT Alert program

The Missouri Press Association is hosting a free seminar on the AMBER Alert program for all Missouri media, AMBER Alert coordinators, law enforcement, school officials and public information officers.

Children in Jeopardy is a highly interactive, four-hour workshop

taught by a team from the University of South Carolina’s College of Mass Communications and Information Studies.

There is no cost to you. The workshop is underwritten by Fox Valley Technical College through a grant from the U.S. Department of Justice.

NOTE: Register for this program at the website below, DO NOT register through Missouri Press. (Register soon; the program will be cancelled if not enough people sign up.) 

DATE & TIME: April 23, 9 a.m. –1 p.m.

LOCATION: Missouri State Highway Patrol General Headquarters Building, 1510 East Elm St., Jefferson City.

REGISTRATION LINK: https://www.fvtc.edu/apps/mytraining/Public/Home.aspx?1=65535. Register for Class 65535.
INFORMATION/QUESTIONS/PROBLEMS: Terri Moorer, WAN-IFRA Newsplex Program Coordinator, 803-348-0445, mailto:moorert@mailbox.sc.edu.

------
-- Does Copyright Act need to be amended to save newspapers?

One of the sessions at the annual Media Law Seminar in Kansas City on April 23 will examine the issue "Aggregators or Agitators? Does the Copyright Act need to be amended to save newspapers?" 

Other sessions will deal with new media (Twitter and Facebook) and the challenge it gives the traditional media and ethical issues raised by the social networking forums.

The cost for journalists is only $60 for the entire day, including lunch. It’s an incredible opportunity to hear some excellent nationally known speakers (including Jake Adelstein, an American journalist who wrote about crime in Japan and now is the chief investigator for a U.S. State Department-sponsored study of human trafficking in Japan.

More information is available at http://www.continuinged.ku.edu/programs/media_law/.

------ 
-- New York Times on verge of charging for website access

(New York Magazine) — The New York Times appears close to announcing that the paper will begin charging for access to its website, according to people familiar with internal deliberations. 

(Apple's tablet computer is rumored to launch on Jan. 27, and sources speculate that the Times will strike a content partnership for the new device.)

------
-- Targeting ads with technology splitting the market

(Media Post) — According to a new study from the MIT Sloan School of Management, online advertising can be much better at targeting certain demographics than traditional media, but as more competition enters the space, these advantages do not automatically translate into greater profits. 

Sloan Assistant Professor Alessandro Bonatti writes that the same search and other technology that has enabled advertisers to target particular audiences, such as men between 25 and 35 years old who work on Macintosh computers, is also creating greater on-line competition for the same audience, thus reducing the profitability of advertising on any targeted website.

------

-- MediaNews Group to file for bankruptcy

(The Wall Street Journal) — The holding company of MediaNews Group Inc., the publisher of dozens of newspapers including the Denver Post and San Jose Mercury News, said it plans to seek bankruptcy protection, the latest in a string of troubled newspaper companies to seek refuge from creditors amid unsustainable debt loads.

The holding company, Affiliated Media Inc., said it reached an agreement with its lenders for a streamlined bankruptcy that will hand a majority of new stock to creditors, a group led by Bank of America Corp. The company's existing equity will be canceled, the holding company said.

------

-- Editor & Publisher will continue 

(MediaPost) NEW YORK CITY — Editor & Publisher will resume publication in print and online following its sale last week from The Nielsen Company to Duncan McIntosh Co. Inc., the Irvine, Calif.-based magazine and newspaper publisher. The announcement came exactly two weeks after the closing of E&P. 

Mark Fitzgerald, a 26-year veteran, was named as the new E&P editor. He had most recently served as E&P's editor-at-large. 

------

-- Be alert to sources of news 

(The New York Times) — With established newsrooms shrinking, a raft of smaller news outlets has cropped up in the last few years, selling or simply giving news reports to the traditional media.

Alan D. Mutter, a media consultant and former newspaper editor who blogs about the news business, said that despite declining resources, newsrooms “have to get better at due diligence in terms of who this provider is,” and at explaining it to their audiences.

Inevitably, media analysts said, there will be groups or individuals with particular slants offering to fill the reporting gaps for traditional news organizations — and the more of them there are, the harder it will be to perceive their agendas.

“There are going to be some newsrooms, I can guarantee you, they’re going to get garbage and they’re going to print it,” said Kelly McBride, ethics group leader at the Poynter Institute, a school for journalists in St. Petersburg, Fla.

------

-- Podcast on lawmaking in Missouri

The newest legal podcast from Missouri Press Foundation and Jean Maneke is a terrific overview of Missouri lawmaking. Maneke and her guest, Harry Gallagher, longtime MPA lobbyist, walk listeners through the process of filing a bill to the end result when it goes to the governor for a signature.

How many legislators must vote to get a bill out of committee? What is the deadline to file a bill? Are the rules in the House and Senate the same? Answers to these and many, many other questions about our legislative process are answered in this 20-minute program.

To access this audio interview, visit mopress.com/podcasts.php. You’ll find an archive of recorded programs on topics important to Missouri’s newspapers. 

These podcasts also may be accessed through iTunes with a search for Maneke.

------
-- Training cost matching program from API

 

RESTON, Va. – The American Press Institute (API) has announced its 2010 Dollar Match Program. For every tuition dollar deposited into an API training bank by Jan. 31, API will match it. The funds can be used toward any combination of 2010 API seminars and regional workshops. 

Programs range in price from $150 for a one-day regional workshop to $1,500 for a multi-day revenue seminar.

For more information or to set up an API Dollar Match Account, contact Carol Ann Riordan, vice president of programming and personnel, at 703-715-3315 or e-mail:  criordan@americanpressinstitute.org.

------

-- Interpret poll results carefully

Among more than 2,000 online adults surveyed by a Harris poll, 77 percent said they wouldn't pay anything to read a newspaper's stories on the web. And among those willing to pay, 19 percent would cough up between $1 and $10 a month; only 5 percent would shell out more than $10 each month.

Among folks 55 and older, 64 percent still read a daily paper. Among those 45 to 54, 44 percent catch a daily paper, while 36 percent of adults 35 to 44 do. But of those 18 to 24, only 23 percent said they read a paper each day, while 17 percent said they never do.

Conducted with Adweek Media, the Harris poll surveyed 2,136 adults online in December.

(Editor's comment: If you survey people online, you're going to get results skewed toward online. Harris should ask newspaper readers these questions:

1. "If your local newspaper closed, where would you get news about the board of aldermen, schools, county commission, marriages and high school football?"

2. "Assuming your local newspaper is the only source of all that news, and the only way you could get it was on the internet, how much would you pay a month to be able to do that?"

And another thing, has the number of 18-to-24-year olds who read a daily newspaper ever been over 23 percent? Probably never! That's a fantastic number for that age group.)

------

-- Track Legislation at These Websites

You can track House and Senate bills on the state government website in Jefferson City:  www.mo.gov.

House and Senate Joint Bill Tracking:  http://www.house.mo.gov/billcentral.aspx.

House Bill List:  http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/billist.htm.

Senate Bill List:  http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/BTS_Web/BillList.aspx?SessionType=R.

-----------
-- More papers in ‘Reading Across Missouri’

More than 80 newspapers have joined the Missouri Press Foundation’s Reading Across Missouri campaign to encourage children to read and learn in their newspaper. You still have time to join them.

 

The eight-chapter story “Colorful Characters,” a promotional ad and a teacher guide can be downloaded FREE if you begin publishing the story in January.

 

“Colorful Characters” is about George Caleb Bingham’s life from his boyhood in Franklin and Arrow Rock to national fame as an artist.

 

To get the features, visit www.mo-nie.com and use download code: readmo10.

 

If you have questions contact Dawn Kitchell, MPA educational services director, (636) 932-4301, kitchell@yhti.net.

-----------

-- Russell Viers To Present in Odessa

International Adobe technology trainer Russell Viers will give a presentation on InDesign on Thursday, Jan. 28, in Odessa. He’ll show you how to use InDesign to work faster and easier.

This workshop is another example of how the Missouri Press Foundation is helping Missouri newspaper people. (Send the Foundation a donation when you can.)

The Ws: 

- Thursday, Jan. 28

- 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

- Odessa Community Center

- 601 W. Main St., Odessa, MO

- $20 registration fee includes lunch

 

Register by contacting the Missouri Press Foundation at (573) 449-4167; or fax or mail the registration form to 802 Locust St. Columbia, MO 65201 (form at http://www.mopress.com/foundation.php?blog_id=94.)
 

-----------

-- Ad Contest material online

Information and forms for the Missouri Advertising Managers’ Association Ad Contest is on the MPA website at http://www.mopress.com/contests.php.

Entries are due by Feb. 26. (You don't have to wait until the deadline to enter!)

-----------

-- Inland Webinars provide convenient, inexpensive training 
As a member of MPA, you can get great training for every member of your newspaper staff at the member rate from Inland Press Association.

Inland offers training on topics from classified ad sales to newsroom management and much more. And remember, pay one fee for the webinar, and everyone in your office can sit in.

A number of webinars will be held soon. Check out the schedule at: 

http://www.inlandpress.org/articles/2010/01/05/training/calendar_events/doc492c8db336682925920251.txt.

-----------

-- Contact Kristie Williams for Press Cards, Strip Calendars 

If you need Press Cards or 2010 Strip Calendars, contact Kristie Williams at mailto:kwilliams@socket.net. Provide names for the cards and a number for calendars. And don’t forget to tell Kristie what newspaper you are with.
-----------

-- Newspaper Summit 2 in Des Moines in February

Midwest Newspaper Summit 2, a forum for ongoing examination of the economics of the news industry, will be Thursday, Feb. 4, at the Downtown Marriott Hotel in Des Moines, Iowa. A welcome reception will be Wednesday, Feb. 3, for those arriving early. 

Registration and accommodation information is available at http://www.newspaperevolution.com. 

If you have questions contact Jennifer Asa at (515) 422-9070.

-----------

-- Hall of Fame, Young Journalist nomination forms

MPA is accepting nominations for the Newspaper Hall of Fame, the Photojournalism Hall of Fame and the Outstanding Young Journalist of the Year.

Download nomination forms at: http://www.mopress.com/CURRENT_FORMS.php.

-----------

-- Unique items available from MPA Store

An Emmy-winning video about Missouri newspaper history, ball caps and T-shirts, souvenir Convention glasses.

All of those things and more are available at the Missouri Press online store. Check it out at http://www.mopress.com/store_welcome.php.

Sales of items from the Missouri Press Store help support Missouri Press Association and its programs.

-----------

--MPA Calendar

January, 2010

21 -- MPA/MPS Boards meet, Columbia

21-22 -- Northwest Missouri Press Association meeting, Holiday Inn, St. Joseph

28 -- Russell Viers InDesign training, Odessa

29 -- State of Health and Health Care in Missouri briefing, Capitol Plaza Hotel, Jefferson City

February
4 -- Midwest Newspaper Summit 2, Des Moines (http://www.newspaperevolution.com)

17 -- MPA Day visiting legislators in the Capitol; 5:30 p.m. reception in DoubleTree Hotel

18 -- MPA Day at the Capitol; lunch in the Governor's Mansion

March
1-5 -- National Newspaper in Education Week (Missouri Press Foundation is preparing a Teacher Guide with Missouri education standards. A link to it will be provided. Other NIE Week material can be downloaded at this website: http://www.naafoundation.org/Curriculum/NIE/NIE-Week.aspx)

14-20 -- National Sunshine Week (http://www.asne.org/)

17-19 -- NNA Government Affairs Conference, Washington, D.C.

http://www.nna.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=nna_eweb&WebKey=a718d802-de8c-4239-bf64-8f44f7e7fec3
18-19 -- MSNE/Ozark Press Association joint meeting, Chateau on the Lake, Branson

April
22-23 -- Missouri Advertising Managers’ Association meeting, Lodge of Four Seasons, Lake Ozark 

23 -- AMBER Alert workshop for all media, Jefferson City

23 -- Media Law Seminar, Kansas City

May
14 -- Southeast Missouri Press Association meeting, Southeast Missouri State University, Cape Girardeau
June
10 -- MPA/MPS Board meeting, Resort at Port Arrowhead, Lake Ozark

11-12 -- Show Me Press Association annual meeting, Resort at Port Arrowhead, Lake Ozark

September
30-Oct. 3 -- 124th NNA Convention and Trade Show, Hilton, Omaha

http://www.nna.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=nna_eweb&WebKey=a718d802-de8c-4239-bf64-8f44f7e7fec3
October 2010
14-16 -- 144th MPA Convention, The Lodge of Four Seasons, Lake Ozark
-----------

--Job Bank & Marketplace

HELP WANTED

BUSINESS REPORTER/COPY EDITOR: Springfield Business Journal, an award-winning weekly niche publication in southwest Missouri, is seeking a reporter with copy editing experience. Expertise in AP style is required; three to five years of reporting, ideally in business, is preferred. The position offers competitive pay and benefits, including health, life and 401(k). Send résumé and clips to Eric Olson, editor, eolson@sbj.net or PO Box 1365, Springfield, MO 65801. 1/18
REPORTER: Weekly newspaper Concordia, MO. News/feature writing, photography, online opportunities. Seeking person possessing solid writing, grammar and photo skills, computer knowledge, inquiring nature, team player, organized. Friendly small-town atmosphere, located on I-70 40 miles east of Kansas City. Benefits. Resume, clips to: concordiannews@centurytel.net or Editor, The Concordian, P.O. Box 999, Concordia, MO 64020. 1/15
AD MANAGER: This South Arkansas town's newspaper/magazine/shopper operation has an immediate opening for an Advertising Director. The job responsibilities include leading a staff of 2-3 salespeople; overseeing the sales and marketing of an award-winning weekly newspaper and associated shopper; enhancing magazine and other niche publication projects; and overseeing the marketing of the best newspaper website in the state. Sales training ability, budgeting skills, and goal setting experience are required. Customer service and a strong work ethic must be top priority. The pay is negotiable, with Blue Cross/Blue Shield health insurance and other benefits. Send resume to "Publisher" at publisher@monticellonews.net. 1/13
###

