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-----------

-- Meet Legislators at Northwest Press meeting
The Northwest Missouri Press Association will hold its 120th Annual Convention Jan. 21-22 at the Holiday Inn Riverfront in downtown St. Joseph. The first night’s activities on Thursday will be at the Pony Express Museum.

Among the Friday speakers will be Football Coach Mel Tjeerdsma, whose Northwest Missouri State University Bearcats won the NCAA Div. II Championship on Dec. 12. Also featured will be Iowa community newspaper publisher Peter Wagner, one of the premiere presenters anywhere on running a newspaper.

Don’t miss either of those national champions! 

Missouri Western State University Athletic Director Dave Williams will give an update on the construction of training facilities for the Kansas City Chiefs on the St. Joseph campus. Legislators from Northwest Missouri will talk about the session, which began Wednesday.

A registration form for the Northwest Press meeting is at http://www.mopress.com/CURRENT_FORMS.php.

Call the Holiday Inn Riverfront at 816-279-8000; the rate is $68. 

Contact Northwest Press President Jim Fall in Maryville (660-254-3100) if you have questions.

-----------

-- Track Legislation at These Websites

You can track House and Senate bills on the state government website in Jefferson City:  www.mo.gov.

House and Senate Joint Bill Tracking:  http://www.house.mo.gov/billcentral.aspx.

House Bill List:  http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/billist.htm.

Senate Bill List:  http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/BTS_Web/BillList.aspx?SessionType=R.

-----------
-- Capitol Report will begin Friday

The weekly report from the Capitol, produced by the School of Journalism’s State Government Reporting Program, will begin Friday. You will receive the report by email every Friday afternoon.

-----------
-- Knowing your legislators helps Mo. Press efforts

It is important that local newspaper people get to know their legislators. The relationship you have with your state senator and representative help the Missouri Press Association more than anything else when MPA is advocating for newspapers in the Capitol.

Legislators frequently comment that it is contact from constituents that helps them decide how to vote on issues — issues like open meetings and records, public notices and a shield law. 

Tell your legislators you are interested in what’s going on in the Capitol. This sets the stage for future contact.

The 2010 session began Wednesday. Plan to be a voice for newspapers in Jefferson City throughout the session.

-----------

-- More than 57 in ‘Reading Across Missouri’

More than 57 newspapers have joined the Missouri Press Foundation’s Reading Across Missouri campaign to encourage children to read and learn in their newspaper. Why don’t you join them?

 

The 2010 eight-chapter story “Colorful Characters,” a promotional ad and a teacher guide can be downloaded FREE if you begin publishing the story in January.

 

“Colorful Characters” is about George Caleb Bingham’s life from his boyhood in Franklin and Arrow Rock to national fame as an artist.

 

To get the features, visit www.mo-nie.com and use download code: readmo10.

 

If you have questions contact Dawn Kitchell, MPA educational services director, (636) 932-4301, kitchell@yhti.net.

-----------

-- Russell Viers To Present in Odessa

International Adobe technology trainer Russell Viers will give a presentation on InDesign on Thursday, Jan. 28, in Odessa. He’ll show you how to use InDesign to work faster and easier.

This workshop is another example of how the Missouri Press Foundation is helping Missouri newspaper people. (Send the Foundation a donation when you can.)

The Ws: 

- Thursday, Jan. 28

- 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

- Odessa Community Center

- 601 W. Main St., Odessa, MO

- $20 registration fee includes lunch

 

You'll learn techniques that will save you hours each week building pages and ads. Some of what you'll learn:

- Build ads faster in InDesign

- Process photos faster and better

- Build a template that cuts production time

- Automate mundane, repetitive work

- Use Word to format copy for InDesign

- Mastering Styles for fast, consistent quick editing

- Tap the power of Libraries and Snippets

- How Data Merge can change your life

- GREP styles and how they cut editing time

- Use Bridge for faster photo handling

- Much, much more

 

Russell Viers, who began his career as a reporter/photographer at the age of 16 in Lamar, Mo., is a Adobe Certified Instructor who travels the world teaching people like you how to do their work faster and easier. He knows the jobs you do and how you can do them better.   

 

Viers is a popular, knowledgeable, entertaining presenter. This workshop will fill quickly, so act now.

 

Register by contacting the Missouri Press Foundation at (573) 449-4167; or fax or mail the registration form to 802 Locust St. Columbia, MO 65201 (form at http://www.mopress.com/foundation.php?blog_id=94.)
 

-----------

-- Ad Contest material sent to you

Information and forms for the Missouri Advertising Managers’ Association Ad Contest were mailed to you Monday. Be on the lookout for that material.

You can get all of the forms and information on the MPA website at http://www.mopress.com/contests.php.

-----------


-- Postal ‘droop test’ could spike your mailing costs

 


USPS Mailing Standards has submitted a proposal in which all classes of mail would be charged higher rates if they fail the new deflection standards (droop test). This could substantially increase the cost of mailing community newspapers.  
 


The National Newspaper Association is working to modify this proposal. The January column on this issue by NNA’s postal expert Max Heath can be read at http://www.mopress.com/association.php?blog_id=337.
 


Mr. Heath's column explains the test and NNA’s opposition to the change. His argument against the proposal is simple: Because they do not go through sectional center sorting machinery, community newspapers that already are sorted to carrier routes and dropped at local post offices should not be subject to the 'droop test.'

The proposal appeared in the Federal Register on Dec. 14.  Changes, if accepted, would become effective June 7. These references can be accessed through Postal Explorer at http://pe.usps.com/DMMAdvisory.asp?Dest=DMMAdvisory121409.htm.


Comments are due by Jan. 13 by e-mail to MailingStandards@usps.gov (when commenting by e-mail, write “Deflection Comments” in the subject line); or by writing to the Manager of Mailing Standards, U.S. Postal Service, 475 L'Enfant Plaza SW, Room 3436, Washington DC 20260-3436.

-----------
-- Why Advertise in your newspaper? Here’s why.

Why advertise? ads are available for download at

http://www.mo-ads.com using adcode showmeresults.

Run this ad (available in two widths) so your readers and local businesses will know why they should use your newspaper.

-----------

-- Grant will support Freedom of Information legal action 

Columbia, Mo. (January 4, 2010) – The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation has approved a new $2 million, three-year grant to the National Freedom of Information Coalition to launch the Knight FOI Fund and support state open government groups.

The Knight FOI Fund will fund court costs, filing fees, depositions and initial consultation fees if attorneys are willing to take cases that otherwise would go unfiled. In addition to the Knight Defense Fund, NFOIC will continue to offer sustainability and project grants for state FOI coalitions. (A call for new grants will be made in the spring.)

The need for such a fund arose from the realization that the economic crisis and the evolution of the news media have resulted in declining levels of FOI advocacy. A survey by the NFOIC showed that litigation over access to government has declined dramatically in the past several years, primarily because of the costs involved.

By providing funding, this development could encourage local newspapers and newspaper associations to go to court when they believe access to information or meetings has been denied illegally.

----------- 
-- Ethics Commission Releases Campaign Finance Tutorials
 
The Missouri Ethics Commission has released two Campaign Finance training tutorials that might be of interest to reporters who cover politics and elections: “Campaign Finance Candidate Reporting Requirements” and “Forming a Campaign Finance Committee.”  
The “Reporting Requirements” tutorial provides an overview of the types of required reports for candidate committees, with specific information on candidate committees eligible to file Statement of Exemption Reports. The “Committee” tutorial provides details on who is required to form a committee, discusses committee definitions and types, provides treasurer and bank account requirements, and explains how to register a committee. 
 
Last week the Commission released four “Lobbyist” tutorials, providing comprehensive information about lobbyists, their reporting requirements, available online MEC resources and searches, and navigating the lobbyists’ online filing system. 

To view the Commission’s training tutorials, visit the MEC’s training page at http://www.mec.mo.gov/EthicsWeb/Training.aspx.
-----------

-- “Super Bowl” caution

Both the words “Super Bowl” and the logo are trademarks. They can be used in editorial copy, but you must pay licensing fees to use them in advertising. Even a casual reference to a Super Bowl sale is in violation if proper fees are not paid.

----------- 

-- Football team apologizes with full-page ads

CHICAGO (CBS) ― The Bears ended their 7-9 season by acknowledging the team's failure in a full-page ad in both major Chicago newspapers. 

The ad, in the form of a letter, thanked fans for their passion and patronage. 

"In a season where we did not perform at our best, we are further humbled by the fact that our fans stepped up and did their part," the ad said in part. "You played your role in the team perfectly."

Despite the season, there are more than 5,000 fans on a season ticket wait-list and all have already put down a deposit.

-----------
--  Just make it darned good baloney

Here are some thoughts from Leo Burnett, the advertising genius who created the Jolly Green Giant, the Marlboro Man, Pillsbury Doughboy and Tony the Tiger.

Dean Rieck, president of Direct Creative of Columbus, Ohio, collected these Burnett quotes and used them in a column for DM News, a newspaper of the direct marketing industry.

• "Advertising says to people, 'Here's what we've got. Here's what it will do for you. Here's how to get it.'"

• "Fun without sell gets nowhere, but sell without fun tends to become obnoxious."

• "I am one who believes that one of the greatest dangers of advertising is not that of misleading people, but that of boring them to death."

• "Anyone who thinks that people can be fooled or pushed around has an inaccurate and pretty low estimate of people — and he won't do very well in advertising."

• "If you are writing about baloney, don't try to make it Cornish hen, because that is the worst kind of baloney there is. Just make it darned good baloney."

• "If you can't turn yourself into your customer, you probably shouldn't be in the ad writing business at all."

• "Make it simple. Make it memorable. Make it inviting to look at. Make it fun to read."

• "The greatest thing to be achieved in advertising, in my opinion, is believability, and nothing is more believable than the product itself."

• "We want consumers to say, 'That's a hell of a product,' instead of, "That's a hell of an ad.'"

• "What helps people, helps business."

• "I have learned that any fool can write a bad ad, but that it takes a real genius to keep his hands off a good one."

-----------

-- E-readers getting bigger

(SFGate, San Francisco Chronicle) — Hearst Corp.'s subsidiary Skiff took the wraps off the Skiff Reader, a next generation e-reader that boasts an advanced e-paper screen that measures 11.5 inches.
Skiff and Que headline a new pack of readers on display at the Consumer Electronics Show this week in Las Vegas.

Skiff Readers will be sold later this year in partnership with Sprint-Nextel. Pricing and availability will be announced later.

Read more: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/techchron/detail?&entry_id=54541#ixzz0bkXrIfPP.

-----------

-- Sony Reader offers papers from 93 countries

(journalism.co.uk) — Sony Reader users can now access over 1,400 digital newspapers and periodicals electronically.

The reader now allows users to access NewspaperDirect’s entire library of publications from 93 countries in 44 languages.

------------

-- 2010 Census begins

The 2010 U.S. Census has begun. Check this website for information you can use to localize the story: http://2010.census.gov/2010census/.

-----------

-- Inland Webinars provide convenient, inexpensive training 
As a member of MPA, you can get great training for every member of your newspaper staff at the member rate from Inland Press Association.

Inland offers training on topics from classified ad sales to newsroom management and much more. And remember, pay one fee for the webinar, and everyone in your office can sit in.

A number of webinars will be held soon. Check out the schedule at: 

http://www.inlandpress.org/articles/2010/01/05/training/calendar_events/doc492c8db336682925920251.txt.

-----------

-- NNA launches upgraded website

COLUMBIA, MO — The National Newspaper Association has launched a major upgrade to its website. Re-set your NNA bookmark to www.nnaweb.org and check out the many additions and improvements. (The old address, www.nna.org, will still get you where you’re going).
While NNA members can still use their old login/password to access valuable tools and information, anyone interested in the community newspaper industry can find a wealth of information about our industry and about NNA.

-----------
-- Contact Kristie Williams for Press Cards, Strip Calendars 

If you need Press Cards or Keyboard Strip Calendars, contact Kristie Williams at mailto:kwilliams@socket.net. Provide names for the cards and a number for calendars. And don’t forget to tell Kristie what newspaper you are with.
-----------

-- Newspaper Summit 2 in Des Moines in February

Midwest Newspaper Summit 2, a forum for ongoing examination of the economics of the news industry, will be Thursday, Feb. 4, at the Downtown Marriott Hotel in Des Moines, Iowa. A welcome reception will be Wednesday, Feb. 3, for those arriving early. 

The Friday after Summit 2 coincides with the Iowa Newspaper Association’s annual Convention and Trade Show. Summit registrants are invited to stay and attend INA sessions on Feb. 5 for only $15. 

Rates for Summit 2 are $60 per registrant through Jan. 27, $75 per registrant after Jan. 27, and $15 for students. Discounted hotel rates of $107 are available until Jan. 20. 

Registration and accommodation information is available at http://www.newspaperevolution.com. 

If you have questions contact Jennifer Asa at (515) 422-9070.

-----------

-- Hall of Fame, Young Journalist nomination forms

MPA is accepting nominations for the Newspaper Hall of Fame, the Photojournalism Hall of Fame and the Outstanding Young Journalist of the Year.

Download nomination forms at: http://www.mopress.com/CURRENT_FORMS.php.

-----------

-- Unique items available from MPA Store

An Emmy-winning video about Missouri newspaper history, ball caps and T-shirts, souvenir Convention glasses.

All of those things and more are available at the Missouri Press online store. Check it out at http://www.mopress.com/store_welcome.php.

Sales of items from the Missouri Press Store help support Missouri Press Association and its programs.

-----------

--MPA Calendar

January, 2010

21 -- MPA/MPS Boards meet, Columbia

21-22 -- Northwest Missouri Press Association meeting, Holiday Inn, St. Joseph

February
4 -- Midwest Newspaper Summit 2, Des Moines (http://www.newspaperevolution.com)
March
1-5 -- National Newspaper in Education Week (Missouri Press Foundation is preparing a Teacher Guide with Missouri education standards. A link to it will be provided. Other NIE Week material can be downloaded at this website: http://www.naafoundation.org/Curriculum/NIE/NIE-Week.aspx)

14-20 -- National Sunshine Week (http://www.asne.org/)

17-19 -- NNA Government Affairs Conference, Washington, D.C.

http://www.nna.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=nna_eweb&WebKey=a718d802-de8c-4239-bf64-8f44f7e7fec3
18-19 -- MSNE/Ozark Press Association joint meeting, Chateau on the Lake, Branson

April
22-23 -- Missouri Advertising Managers’ Association meeting, Lodge of Four Seasons, Lake Ozark 

June
10 -- MPA/MPS Board meeting, Resort at Port Arrowhead, Lake Ozark

11-12 -- Show Me Press Association annual meeting, Resort at Port Arrowhead, Lake Ozark

September
30-Oct. 3 -- 124th NNA Convention and Trade Show, Hilton, Omaha

http://www.nna.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Site=nna_eweb&WebKey=a718d802-de8c-4239-bf64-8f44f7e7fec3
October 2010
14-16 -- 144th MPA Convention, The Lodge of Four Seasons, Lake Ozark
-----------

--Job Bank & Marketplace

HELP WANTED

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, Wisconsin Press Association: The world’s oldest press association seeks applicants in a planned leadership transition to be completed by June 1, 2010. The Wisconsin Newspaper Association is a 501(c)(6) trade association representing more than 230 weekly and daily newspapers in Wisconsin. The WNA executive director also serves as president of a wholly owned subsidiary and a 501(c)(3) charitable foundation.

The individual works primarily in the arenas of the newspaper industry, state government to include the Legislature and state agencies, and public relations. Serving as WNA’s chief lobbyist, the director is responsible for all WNA and WNAF functions including financial, staff, resources and programs. The successful candidate will be a collaborative leader able to identify and act on strategic and entrepreneurial opportunities. The ideal candidate will have personal knowledge of the newspaper industry and a record of professional accomplishment sufficient to command the respect of WNA members, legislators and established strategic partners. Compensation will be commensurate with qualifications and experience. For assured consideration, an application letter describing interest and abilities with accompanying professional resume should be received by Jan. 15, 2010; however, applications may be considered beyond that date until needs of the position are met. E-mail cover letter, resume and references (Microsoft Word or .pdf only) to Search@WNAnews.com. 12/15

  GRAPHIC ARTIST: Commercial Printer in Springfield, MO is seeking a Graphic Artist. Applicant must be able to prepare/create files for offset printing applications in a fast-paced commercial printing environment. Must have advanced knowledge of Adobe CS2 as well as QuarkXpress software. Knowledge of Imposition, FlightCheck and PitStop PDF editing software a plus. Excellent organizational and communication skills a must. EOE. Email resume to careers@MO.NeighborNews.com or fax to 417-326-8701. 1/4
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