MPA eBulletin, Aug. 4, 2010
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-- FREE webinars on campaign finance
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-- Online Media Campus training
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_______________________________________________

-- San Diego State game will kick off at 6 p.m.
Mizzou’s home football game against San Diego State on Sept. 18 -- the Missouri Press advertising trade-out game -- will kick off at 6 p.m.

The Missouri Press pregame party in the Hearnes Fieldhouse will begin at 4 p.m.

_______________________________________________

-- Ad Committee will meet Aug. 12

The Missouri Press Advertising Sales and Marketing Committee will meet at 2 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 12, at the MPA office in Columbia. The meeting will last no longer than one hour.

The committee will begin drafting a new agreement between Missouri Press Service and newspapers regarding placement of advertising in all newspaper products.

Any MPA member is welcome to attend in person or by conference call. If you can't attend in person, contact the MPA office for the call-in numbers, mailto:gbaker@sockt.net.

_______________________________________________

-- Paper reports "help wanted" ad scam

Alert your staff, and remind them often to watch for all kinds of scams. Tell them they should not hesitate to bring up anything they have a suspicion about. 

As part of your commitment to customer service, you should not expose your readers to scams either.

A weekly paper reported the following ad is a scam:

"Sales Field/Technician position available, great pay, flexible schedules, reliable transportation, some travel required. Call for information 660-696-2224."

A person reported the scam to the newspaper. People hired were paid $550 a week and received checks for $2,500. The checks were no good, and the people were stuck with all the associated bank fees. (It wasn't mentioned, but people hired probably had to pay some sort of "finder's fee" to get the advertised jobs.)

The ad came from Texas City, Texas.

_______________________________________________

-- Trade Show added to Convention

A Trade Show has been added to the agenda for the MPA Convention in October. It will be open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 15, in the Annex building at The Lodge of Four Seasons, Lake Ozark.

Sessions on Creating Video for Your Website and How Newspapers Use Social Networking have been added to the MPA Convention, which will be Thursday-Saturday, Oct. 14-16. 

An agenda/registration form with all of the sessions, fees and contact information is at http://www.mopress.com/current_forms.php.

_______________________________________________
 
-- Auction items needed for Convention

Missouri Press Association asks its members to provide quality items to be auctioned at the Convention in October. All proceeds from live and silent auctions will benefit Missouri Press Foundation.

If you will provide something, contact Kristie Williams at MPA so your item can be promoted and acknowledged: (573) 449-4167; mailto:kwilliams@socket.net. Thanks!
_______________________________________________
 
-- NNA opposes postal hike

The National Newspaper Association has joined a nationwide alliance of nearly 700 companies and associations that use the U.S. mail in calling for the Postal Regulatory Commission to promptly dismiss a request for a major postage rate increase.

The Affordable Mail Alliance told the PRC that the Postal Service must not be permitted to hike rates beyond inflation, which would nullify the most important safeguard for mailers in the Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act of 2006.

Sen. Susan Collins, R-ME, an author of the 2006 law, has already said the proposed increases do not qualify for an exception under the standards established by Congress.

The Postal Service has requested rate increases to go into effect in January that can be as high as 10% for some newspaper mail and that average around 5.6%. 

NNA urges concerned publishers to visit www.nnaweb.org for information on how to fight the rate increase.

_______________________________________________
 
-- Get $200, $100 for Convention sponsor referral!

Any MPA member who refers MPA to a business that becomes a Convention sponsor will receive a finder's fee: $200 for Platinum or Gold sponsors found and $100 for any others!

Potential sponsors are businesses, industries, schools or organizations in your area that have a statewide or larger market or who have products or services for the newspaper industry or journalism.

Contact Kristie Williams at MPA for details about this offer and with leads to your potential sponsors, mailto:kwilliams@socket.net.  

_______________________________________________
 
-- REWARD for early Convention registration!

Save up to $75 by signing up early for the MPA Convention in October (Retired Members can save $20 off registration). Register for the Convention by Sept. 9 to receive this bonus. http://www.mopress.com/current_forms.php 

_______________________________________________

-- 'Finder's fee' for new business

The Missouri Press revenue-generating committee has outlined a "finder's fee" system to reward those who bring business to Missouri Press Service. Any Active Member’s sales staff is eligible to receive commissions from new client ad revenue brought to Missouri Press.  
For details contact Greg Baker, Missouri Press Ad Director, 573-449-4167, mailto:gbaker@socket.net.

_______________________________________________

-- NNA Convention Sept. 30-Oct. 3

The National Newspaper Association's annual convention will be at the Omaha Hilton and Qwest Center in Omaha on Sept. 30 – Oct. 3. Convention registration and reception tickets are available at nnaweb.org.

NNA will celebrate its 125th year of promoting, protecting and enhancing community newspapers across the U.S.

_______________________________________________

-- Tumblr joins Facebook, Twitter as social medium

(New York Times) -- More media outlets have caught wind of Tumblr, which allows users to upload images, videos, audio clips and quotes to their pages, in addition to bursts of text, and is free to use. 

Tumblr is still dwarfed by Facebook and Twitter, which each have hundreds of millions of users and can be significant sources of traffic for online publishers.
_______________________________________________

-- FREE Top 25 College Football service

AP will launch a new Top 25 College Football service Aug. 21 that will be available to non-members for free. Non-members will be able to sell local ads against the Top 25 widgets they embed on their websites and retain all revenue generated by those local ads.

Go to this link to sign to be notified as soon as the site is ready to go live: http://sports.ap.org/college-football/.

_______________________________________________

-- LAST CALL for Big XII Football feature!

Use the Missouri Press Big XII football feature to anchor local advertising. Cost is only $5 a week -- $65 for the entire season -- the same as previous years. (LAST CALL!)

Contact Michael Daugherty at the MPA office, (573) 449-4167, mailto:mdaugherty@socket.net.

Put this together with the AP feature offered above for a very nice weekly college football report. 

_______________________________________________

-- CBS reports resurgence in advertising

CBS Corp. said Tuesday its second-quarter profit surged thanks to a rebound in local advertising spending, which is climbing back toward normal. CBS’s net income was nearly 10 times the level of a year ago as cost-cutting helped profit, and revenue rose 11 percent. 
The resurgence in ad spending was across the board, led by the automobile, telecommunications, retail, financial services and entertainment sectors. Local ad spending, which makes up about a fifth of CBS’s revenue, rose 17 percent from a year ago.
_______________________________________________

-- Proctor & Gamble ad spending jumps

(Media Daily News) -- Procter & Gamble, the world's largest advertiser, stepped up global ad spending by $1 billion over the 12-month period ending June 30. The bulk was in the last six months, fueled by support for new product innovations and an investment in Olympic-themed marketing in February.
_______________________________________________

-- Billboards will get personal 

(The Telegraph, London) --  Advertising billboards, which can recognize passers-by, target them with customized ads and even use their names, are being developed by computer engineers. 

Researchers at IBM are working on technology that will lead to consumers being shown tailor-made ads that reflect their personal interest. 

The new ads will behave like those in the Tom Cruise film Minority Report, in which Cruise's character is confronted with digital signs that call out his name as he walks through a futuristic shopping mall. "John Anderton. You could use a Guinness right about now," one billboard announces as he walks past. 

_______________________________________________

-- SPJ Convention Oct. 3-5 in Vegas

The Society of Professional Journalists will hold its 2010 SPJ Convention & National Journalism Conference Oct. 3-5 in Las Vegas. From editors and newsroom managers to reporters at all levels of experience, there’s programming and learning opportunities for everyone.

Click here to see hotel rates, book a room and even look for a roommate. For programming, check out the half-day workshops that can benefit editors and front-line reporters. 

Early registration prices are only available until Sept. 8!
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER.

Click here to learn more about becoming a member, or contact Membership Coordinator Linda Hall at lhall@spj.org or at 317-927-8000 ext. 203.

Learn more about the event at the SPJ Convention website. If you have any questions, please call 317-927-8000 or e-mail coordinator Chris Vachon.
 

_______________________________________________

-- FREE webinars on campaign finance

Two more repeat sessions remain of the FREE campaign finance webinar from AP Managing Editors and the Sunlight Foundation.  

The hour-long session "Following the Money: Tracking Campaign Finance and Outside Spending in the 2010 Elections and Beyond" will be repeated Aug. 9 and 16.

To register, click on the link for the date you would like (times are Central):

Friday, Aug. 6, 9 a.m.: https://cc.readytalk.com/r/twnyzqoevf1l
Monday, Aug. 16, 10 a.m.: https://cc.readytalk.com/r/2p7d06wtfk1z
_______________________________________________
 
-- Ethics Commission releases 'Final Actions'

The Missouri Ethics Commission has released on its website the Commission Cases -- Final Actions. It shows the Commission’s final actions taken related to investigations involving:

- Campaign Finance

- Conflict of Interest

- Lobbyists

- Personal Financial Disclosure

- Constitution, Statutes, Orders or Ordinances

You can search for the Commission’s final actions by organization, city or county at www.mec.mo.gov under Commission Actions or Common Searches.
_______________________________________________
 
-- Ed Henninger’s newspaper design blog
Photo pages -- two looks, PLUS pages submitted by newspapers for review.

http://edhenninger.wordpress.com
_______________________________________________

-- Consumers change spending habits

(Center for Media Research) -- The recession has made it necessary for Americans to rethink and adjust their shopping patterns, resulting in a more strategic, informed, and even calculating approach to shopping previously driven by impulse, advertising responsiveness and the fundamental attractiveness of brands. 

A joint study by Deloitte and Harrison Group titled "The 2010 American Pantry Study: The New Rules of the Shopping Game," found that people have changed their grocery shopping behavior in the last two years. 

Key findings:

· - 93% expect to continue spending cautiously even when the economy grows

· - 89% feel they have become more resourceful because of the economy

· - 84% have become a lot more precise in what they buy

· - 81% say it's fun to see how much they're savings with coupons or loyalty cards

· - 55% of those cutting back have suffered no decline in income.

· - 43% are clipping more coupons from the newspaper.

_______________________________________________

-- FREE State Park Stories provide great content

State Parks Stories provides free stories and photos about Missouri's state parks and historic sites produced by the staff of the Division of State Parks.

If you would like to receive notification of the regular postings of new stories and photos, email a note to Judd Slivka, communications director for the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, at mailto:judd.slivka@dnr.mo.gov.

_______________________________________________

-- InDesign, Photoshop workshops

“InDesign for Absolute Beginners” workshop by Russell Viers will be in Columbia, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Aug 20, in the Reynolds Journalism Institute on the MU campus. Cost is just $20, including lunch. 

 

Register by emailing Kristie Williams at Missouri Press, mailto:kwilliams@socket.net. For more information contact Dawn Kitchell at (636) 932-4301 or kitchell@yhti.net.
On Thursday, Sept. 23, Viers will present "Building Your Newspaper Faster Using InDesign & Photoshop" at the Daviess County Library, Gallatin.

(Viers' training web page is http://www.russellviers.com/?page_id=29. Check it out.)
_______________________________________________
-- You can make money online!

Developing a dynamic and robust website that can generate ad revenue can be a struggle. Help is on the way! Two Missouri Press Foundation workshops on this topic will be held in September -- in Springfield and Moberly. 

Former publisher Gary Sosniecki, who developed a popular and profitable website for his small weekly newspaper in Missouri, will offer tips for community newspapers for making money online and creating a website to complement -- not compete with -- your print product.
"Managing a Profitable Community Newspaper Website," will be presented Sept. 9 at Drury University, Springfield, and Sept. 10 at Moberly Area Community College. Registration information will be provided soon for this four-hour workshop.

Email mailto:kwilliams@socket.net to sign up for any Foundation workshops.

_______________________________________________
-- 50th Mid America Newspaper Conference

The Mid America Newspaper Conference (a production-focused meeting) celebrates its 50th Anniversary in 2010. 
The conference will consist of a concentrated technical learning program spanning two full days -- Sept. 17 and 18 -- at the Resort at Port Arrowhead, Lake Ozark.
Information and online registration are at
www.midamericanewspaper.com.
_______________________________________________

-- Newspaper Summit 3 in Kansas City

Midwest Newspaper Summit 3 will be held Friday, Sept. 10, at the Marriott Country Club Plaza in Kansas City.

This is the third gathering of newspaper people and newspaper association leaders who are examining business models for successful newspapers. You can take part in a hands-on Innovation Project that will bring measurable and profitable results to your newspaper.

Missouri Press Association is a founding partner in this Newspaper Summit series.

Find out more and register at http://www.newspaperevolution.com.
_______________________________________________
-- Inland Press webinars

Inland Press Association has a continuing series of training webinars. The schedule, details and registration can be found at www.InlandPress.org. Inland webinars cost $75 for members of Missouri Press Association. 

_______________________________________________
-- Online Media Campus webinars
Missouri Press is a partner in Online Media Campus, an ongoing series of new and archived training webinars. MPA members can get this excellent training for only $35 (group discounts are available). If you sign up after the registration deadline for a webinar, $10 will be added to the fee. Coming soon: 

-- Engaging the Community  Through Your Blog 

Wednesday, Aug. 18, 1:00-2:30 p.m.

Registration deadline: Friday, Aug. 13 .
Important aspects of blogging, including developing your voice, growing connections, moderating comments, promotion and providing meaningful content. Helpful advice for all bloggers.

-- Developing a Mobile-First Strategy  

Thursday, Sept. 2, 1-2 p.m.
Registration deadline: Monday, Aug. 30. 

Click HERE for the flier.
Check out the schedule of coming webinars and register at http://www.onlinemediacampus.com.
_______________________________________________
--MPA Calendar

August
12 -- Missouri Press Advertising Sales and Marketing Committee meeting, 2 p.m., MPA office, Columbia

20 -- Introduction to InDesign, Russell Viers, Reynolds Journalism Institute, Columbia

September
9 -- Web Solutions for Community Newspapers, Gary Sosniecki, Drury University, Springfield

9 -- Deadline for getting early-bird DISCOUNT for MPA Convention registration.

10 -- Web Solutions for Community Newspapers, Gary Sosniecki, Moberly Area Community College

10 -- Midwest Newspaper Summit 3, Marriott Country Club Plaza, Kansas City

17-18 -- Mid America Newspaper Conference, The Resort at Port Arrowhead, Lake Ozark

18 -- Mizzou Football v. San Diego State University, 6 p.m. Kickoff; MPA Pregame Tailgate Party, 4 p.m., Hearnes Fieldhouse
23 -- Building Your Newspaper Faster Using InDesign & Photoshop, Russell Viers, Daviess County Library, Gallatin

30-Oct. 3 -- 124th NNA Convention and Trade Show, Hilton, Omaha: http://tinyurl.com/23sxlo6
October
14-16 -- 144th MPA Convention, The Lodge of Four Seasons, Lake Ozark: http://www.mopress.com/association.php?blog_id=376
21 -- Missouri Photojournalism Hall of Fame Induction, 4 p.m., Washington, Mo.

November
12 -- MPA judges Iowa Newspaper Association Newspaper and Advertising contests, Columbia
_______________________________________________
--Job Bank & Marketplace

HELP WANTED

EDITOR: The Washington Missourian, an award-winning, twice-weekly newspaper, has an opening for an editor for our St. Clair edition. Experience required. We are a 16,000-paid-circulation paper located 50 miles west of St. Louis in historic Washington, Mo., on the Missouri River. Good pay and great benefits including health insurance, 401K plan and profit sharing. Send resume, qualifications and clips to Ed Pruneau, managing editor, P.O. Box 336, Washington, MO, 63090, or pruneaue@emissourian.com, phone: 636-390-3048. 

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE / SALES REPRESENTATIVE: If you are integrity-oriented, serious about customer service, care about solving problems for your clients, self-motivated, have a desire to succeed, have a genuine interest in business. AND, if you desire to be compensated for a job well done, you may be a candidate for an outside Advertising Sales Representative position with our company in Southwest Mo. We pride ourselves in being a “Customer-1st” company. We put the needs of our clients before our needs, and we work hard to always do what we say we will do. We are looking for an advertising sales representative who will assist local businesses with their advertising needs. Visit our website at www.commpub.com. EOE. If you are all the above and Detail-Oriented, Creative, Trustworthy, Responsible, a Consistent Achiever, send resume to: AE position, PO Box 330, Bolivar, MO 65613, email: mailto:careers@MO.NeighborNews.com or fax: 417-326-8701.

EXPERIENCED BOOKKEEPER: Position is now available with a progressive company in the Southwest Missouri area. The candidate should have experience in accounts receivable, accounts payable, payroll, and general ledger.  Communication skills are a must, and must be able to handle a variety of tasks in a busy environment.  Knowledge of Excel is a must. Health insurance, 401K, life insurance, disability insurance and vacation are some of the fringe benefits available for this full time position. If you are ready for a challenge and a future with a successful company, send your resume to Gina Felix c/o The Carthage Press, P. O. Box 678, Carthage, MO 64836. All applications will be kept confidential.

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE: Do You Love to Ask for the Order?! We are seeking a motivated sales person to join our great sales team calling on businesses in the greater Columbia area. Are you enthusiastic with a positive work attitude and possess good written/verbal communication skills? Do you have a proven sales history? Are you organized and able to meet constant deadlines? Do you have a Bachelor's degree or equivalent work experience? Ad design/layout skills are a plus. Reliable transportation, valid driver’s license, good driving history, and proof of insurability are needed. Compensation package includes guaranteed base plus commission, 401(k), health insurance, vacation pay, sick pay, holiday pay, access to company gym. Please provide references.

Send application to the Columbia Daily Tribune, Human Resources, P.O. Box 798, Columbia, MO  65205 or complete one at 101 N. Fourth Street. An application can be printed at http://www.columbiatribune.com/jobs/
EOE / Drug free Workplace.

GENERAL REPORTER: The Platte County Landmark is adding staff and has an opening for a part-time reporter. Government, crime, general news beat. Send resume to ivan@plattecountylandmark.com.
SALES: We’re seeking a full-time advertising salesperson with a positive, energetic attitude and a strong work ethic. The successful candidate will be proficient at making sales presentations to new and existing advertisers; be able to effectively communicate, read and write in a business professional manner; have good people skills; be detail oriented; be able to work professionally under pressure of deadlines; and be willing to assume other various duties when required. Driver's license required. Previous media sales and knowledge of community journalism a plus. Base pay plus incentive package. Submit resume and references to P.O. Box 26, Corning, IA 50841.   

GENERAL ASSIGNMENT / SPORTS REPORTER: Campbell Publications in Pittsfield, Ill. has an immediate opening for a full-time general assignment/sports reporter. The successful applicant will be responsible for the coverage of local sports in the readership area, some outdoor/wildlife sports stories and general news assignments. The ideal candidate will be familiar with a wide variety of sports and will enjoy working with people, in person and on the telephone. Must have reliable transportation. Pleasant office and friendly co-workers. Opportunity to excel in a fast-paced and creative work environment. Typing ability, good grammar skills, ability to meet deadlines, camera, computer and web skills required. InDesign proficiency strongly desired but will train qualified candidates. We produce six award-winning community newspapers in five counties with a combined readership of 75,000. This position is based in Pittsfield, Ill. within two hours of metro St. Louis. Assignments will relate primarily to three of the Campbell Publications newspapers. To apply, send resume, cover letter and clips to Julie Boren, Publisher; P.O. Box 70, Pittsfield, IL 62363 or email to: publisher@campbellpublications.net.
FOR SALE

MORGUE: The morgue files (back issues) of the O’Fallon Times (Missouri), O’Fallon-St. Peters Times/O’Fallon-St. Peters-St. Charles Times, which became the St. Peters Courier-Post noted for its constitutional law case involving RsMO. 493.050 regarding eligibility of legal papers. These date from 1952 to 1992 and are bound and in excellent condition. Call 636-724-0511 or e-mail sambrock1@aol.com. 

_______________________________________________
If others in your office want to -- or should -- receive this eBulletin, please reply with their names and email addresses. The eBulletin will be sent each week, except at the middle of each month, when a printed Bulletin will be mailed. A PDF of the printed Bulletin will be placed on http://www.mopress.com and an email message will be sent that it has been posted.

Direct comments to: Kent Ford, MPA Editor, at kford@socket.net.
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