Fair Housing Guidelines

1. Race, color, national origin:

Not allowed: white family home, no Irish, African

Allowed: master bedroom, rare find, desirable neighborhood.

2. Religion.

Not allowed: no Jews, Christian home

Allowed: descriptions of properties such as apartment complex with chapel, or services kosher meals available, secularized terms or symbols relating to religious holidays such as Santa Claus, Easter Bunny or St. Valentine’s Day images, phrases such as Merry Christmas, Happy Easter

3. Sex.

Not allowed: female only, males preferred, employed, must be

Allowed: master bedroom, mother-in-law suite

4. Handicap.

Not allowed: no wheelchairs

Allowed: great view, fourth-floor walk-up, walk-in closets, jogging trails, walk to bus-stop, wheelchair ramp

5. Familial status.

Not allowed: adult-only, children over 12, couples preferred, newlyweds

Allowed: two bedroom, cozy, family room, no bicycles allowed, quiet street, secluded, verifiable income

Exemption: Housing for older persons is exempt from the prohibition against familial status discrimination if:

• The HUD Secretary has determined that it is specifically designed for and occupied by elderly persons under a Federal, State or local government program or

• It is occupied solely by persons who are 62 or older or

• It houses at least one person who is 55 or older in at least 80 percent of the occupied units, and adheres to a policy that demonstrates an intent to house persons who are 55 or older.

A transition period permits residents on or before September 13, 1988, to continue living in the housing, regardless of their age, without interfering with the exemption.
