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THE NEWSPAPER is a 
valuable tool in today’s classroom.
Beyond connecting students with
their community, state and world,
the newspaper can reinforce
important educational concepts.

This Newspaper In Education
series provides activities and
assessments using the newspaper
to meet Grade Level Expectations
for the Reading strand of 
Communication Arts.

Grade Level Expectations were
developed by the Missouri 
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education to further
define Missouri's Show-Me
Standards. Students are required
to master these expectations
under the No Child Left Behind Act
of 2001.

Research proves the use of
newspapers in the classroom in-

creases standardized test scores.
The goal of this series is to pro-
vide teachers and parents activities 

to help children meet academic
expectations, improve reading
skills and gain civic awareness, all 

with newspapers.
This Newspaper In Education

feature was created for your news-

paper by the Missouri Press
Foundation. It was written by
Missouri public educators.

Using the Newspaper to Meet Grade Level Expectations

C O M M U N I C AT I O N  A R T S — R E A D I N G
1 DEVELOP AND APPLY SKILLS AND STRATEGIES TO THE READING PROCESS

C GRADE K GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 GRADES 9-12

Develop and 
apply decoding
strategies to
“problem-solve”
regularly spelled
one- or two-
syllable words
when reading

Develop and 
apply decoding
strategies to
“problem-solve”
unknown words
when reading

Develop and 
apply decoding
strategies to 
independently
“problem-solve”
unknown words
when reading

Develop and 
apply decoding
strategies to
“problem-solve”
unknown words
when reading

Develop and 
apply decoding
strategies to
“problem-solve”
unknown words
when reading

Develop and 
apply decoding
strategies to
“problem-solve”
unknown words
when reading

Apply decoding
strategies to
“problem-solve”
unknown words
when reading

Apply decoding
strategies to
“problem-solve”
unknown words
when reading

Apply decoding
strategies to
“problem-solve”
unknown words
when reading

CA 2,3 1.6 CA 2,3 1.6 CA 2,3 1.6 CA 2,3 1.6 CA 2,3 1.6 CA 2,3 1.6 CA 2,3 1.6 CA2,3  1.6 CA2,3  1.6 CA2,3  1.6

P
H

O
N

IC
S

A
C

T
IV

IT
IE

S
A

S
S

E
S

S
M

E
N

T
S

LETTER RELAY: 
Divide into teams.
Assign a letter of the
day. The first person
in each team locates
a word in the news-
paper that begins
with that letter. He
cuts it out, pastes it
on paper, and passes
the paper to the next
person. The next
person continues in
the same manner,
pasting his word
below. Continue game
until all players find
a word. The first
team finished wins!

Problem-solve
long “a” words
by identifying the
“a” consonant
“e” pattern.
Name words that
contain the long
“a” sound and
write them on the
board. Discuss
things the words
have in common.
Point out the “a”
consonant “e”
pattern in some
of the words.
Brainstorm other
words with the
same pattern.  

Problem-solve
words by identify-
ing various 
diagraphs (sh, ch,
tch, wh, wr, th).
Explain that
sometimes more
than one letter
makes a sound.
Program dice (or
a beach ball) with
each diagraph.
Take turns rolling
a die. Locate a
word in the 
newspaper with
that specific dia-
graph; chart each
word on the board.

Decode words
using knowledge
of “ed” endings.
Explain that “ed”
makes three
sounds: “ed,” “d”
and “t.” Locate
past-tense verbs
in the paper and
read them aloud
(using the three
different “ed”
sounds). Discuss
which ending
sound makes
sense for each
word, and chart
the words on the
board.

Discuss strategies
for decoding
unknown words.
Remind students
that they can
problem-solve
larger words by
locating the root
or base word.
Choose unknown
words from the
paper to decode.
Locate the base
words, identify
prefixes or 
suffixes, and share
the meaning of
the words.

Students will 
use the newspaper
to highlight 
unfamiliar words.
Students will then
applying chunking
strategies to read
the unknown
words, breaking it
into smaller, more
familiar subsets.
Students will then
read the sentence
to see if their
pronunciation
seems correct in
context.  

ALPHABET SOUP: 
Use paper bowls
labeled with the 
letter of the day.
Locate and cut out
letters, then glue
them on the bowl 
(or make a bowl for
capital and lowercase
letters).

Locate and cut out
words with the “a”
consonant “e” 
pattern in the
newspaper. Choose
4 long “a” words
that rhyme to use
in a short poem
(paste each 
rhyming word at the
end of a phrase).

Locate words that
contain specific
diagraphs. Cut
and paste the
words in a chart
identifying the
diagraph in each
word.

Locate and cut
past-tense verbs
out of the 
newspaper, then
paste the words
into a chart 
identifying the
ending sound of
each word: “t,”
“ed” and “d.”

SYLLABLE STARS:
Draw a star and
write a number in
each point, 1-5. Cut
words from the
newspaper and
paste them at the
tips of the star
based on the 
number of syllables.  

Problem-solve
unknown words
using syllables. Cut
words from the
paper and identify
the number of 
syllables in each.
Paste them on a
chart according to
the number of 
syllables in each. 

Locate and cut
out unknown
words in the
newspaper. Paste
the words in a
chart identifying
prefixes, base
words, suffixes
and meaning.

Students locate
their words in a 
dictionary and 
verify their 
solution. Students
then locate their
new words in a new
place in the paper
and/or write a sen-
tence using the new
word in application.    

Students will use a
dictionary to
observe the 
accuracy of their
partner’s efforts.
Students will then
use their five new
words in a creative
writing assignment.  

Students will
return their charts
to their partner to
have their new
words placed in the
appropriate article.
They will use con-
text clues to be
certain the word is
restored to the
proper place.  

Develop alphabet and
phonics knowledge:
• Awareness that 

letters represent
sounds (phonics)
and a string of let-
ters represent words

• Name most letters
and say associated
sounds

• Write letter that
goes with spoken
sound

Discuss problem-
solving unknown
words by identify-
ing syllables.
Discuss ways to
identify syllables:
vowel, consonant-
consonant, vowel
pattern, compound
words, clapping,
etc. Find words in
the paper and iden-
tify the syllables.
Discuss how using
syllables makes
reading words 
easier. Study how 
syllables are shown
in entry words in
the dictionary.

Syllable Dice Throw:
Divide into teams,
each rolling a die
(highest # goes
first). The first team
rolls a die and
works together to
find a word in the
paper with the 
number of syllables
shown on the die. 
If successful, they
earn the number of
points shown on the
die. Teams take
turns. The team
with the most
points wins! 

Students will 
use the newspaper
to locate words
they feel their 
classmates may
have difficulty
reading. Students
will write five of
these words and
exchange lists with
a partner. Students
will first attempt to
decipher the word
without any clues.
Students will then
have the original
newspaper article
to gain context
clues.  

Students select an
article from each 
section of the paper.
They find one 
unfamiliar word from
each section, and
decipher it using 
phonetic and context
clues. Then, students
cut out the new words
and trade them with a
partner. Finally, 
students will create a
chart to identify
newspaper section
where each word was
located. (Ex: 
Meticulous—Classified
Section)
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Using the Newspaper to 
Meet Grade Level Expectations 

COMMUNICATION ARTS ORDER FORM

14-Part Series
8 inches by 6 columns (PASS)

Newspapers with circulations:
5,000 and below $45
25,000 and below $88
25,001 to 50,000 $132
50,001 to 100,000 $175
100,001 to 200,000 $263
over 200,000 $350

Give your teachers a valuable tool for help in meeting their state-mandated expectations - YOUR
NEWSPAPER! This Newspaper In Education series provides activities and assessments using
the newspaper to meet GLEs for the Reading strand of Communication Arts.


