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_______________________________________________

-- PRC says dropping Saturday mail needs more study
Elimination of Saturday mail service requires more study and a better implementation plan to protect impacted customers, the Postal Regulatory Commission said last week. And if Saturday mail goes away, the Postal Service should permit newspapers to use the mailbox for Saturday delivery, it said.

The PRC advises the Postal Service and Congress that USPS has over-estimated how much money it would save, under-estimated how much business it would lose and failed to sufficiently analyze the impact on rural, remote and non-contiguous areas if Saturday delivery is eliminated. 

National Newspaper Association Postal Committee Chairman Max Heath, who presented critical testimony to the PRC on the impact upon community newspapers, said the Commission had taken notice that forcing newspapers out of the mail could hurt local readers and also create a backlash effect against USPS by costing it more business.

Heath also said that the Commission noted that newspapers are presently permitted to use the mailbox on rural routes for Sunday delivery and that he had recommended if Congress does eliminate Saturday mail, that exception should be extended to Saturdays. The Commission accepted his recommendation.

The opinion is not the final word on 5-day mail. Congress currently requires 6-day and rural delivery at the 1983 level. But that requirement is up for renewal each year with postal appropriations legislation. USPS has said it intends to continue to push for repeal of the law so it can gain permission to set delivery levels on its own.

_______________________________________________

-- New postage statements online
New postage statements associated with the April 17 price change are available on http://www.usps.com/forms/allforms.htm. The ‘Postage Statements’ link can be found under the ‘Related Links’ section at the bottom of the page.
As of April 17, all postage statement facsimiles dated prior to January 2011 are obsolete.
Postage statement facsimiles dated January 2011 and April 2011 may be used to pay the postage prices effective on April 17. If the January 2011 statement is used, it must reflect the April 17 prices.
_______________________________________________

-- Voters use, trust political ads in newspapers
A survey by Pulse Research has shown for the third time that Missourians who voted in elections perceive political ads in newspapers to be more helpful and more believable than ads in any other medium. Voters also perceive political ads in newspapers to be the least offensive.

MPA has created house ads that you can use in your newspaper to make these points. They can be downloaded from http://www.mopress.com/Election_Survey.php. 

This information also can be accessed through Facebook and Twitter:

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Missouri-Press-Association/154375874617599
http://twitter.com/ - !/MissouriPress.

If you want copies of the ads sent to you, contact the MPA office and they will be mailed or emailed to you: (573) 449-4167; mopressads@socket.net.

MPA urges its member newspapers to use this material in their newspapers and in their efforts to get local candidates to use them before elections. Use it constantly. The message fades quickly if not repeated often.

_______________________________________________

-- Workshops on using social media at your newspaper
Missouri Press Foundation will sponsor two workshops soon on how your newspaper can use social media (Facebook, Twitter, blogging, etc.) to expand your market and make money. The 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. sessions will be Friday, April 29, in Warrensburg and Friday, May 6, in Lebanon. Cost is $40.

Darren Heckman, president of High 5 Communications in Jefferson City, will be the trainer. Heckman spoke at the MPA Convention in October.

Here's what you'll learn:

- Social Media 101 - the basics, the options and the reason for the social media explosion.

- The impact social media is having on the advertising world.

- Opportunities for your newspaper to use social media and the internet to increase readership.

- Ways to generate revenue through social media and the internet.

The Warrensburg Daily Star-Journal and Lebanon Daily Record are helping with these workshops.

Information and registration are at http://www.mopress.com/CURRENT_FORMS.php.
_______________________________________________

-- Newspaper Contest material online
Information and forms for the 2011 Missouri Press Foundation Better Newspaper Contest have been mailed to your newspaper and are online at http://www.mopress.com/BNC.php.

_______________________________________________

-- SPJ Conference April 8-9 Overland Park, Kan.

The Society of Professional Journalists' spring regional conference will be held April 8-9 in Overland Park, Kan. From editing for the web to finding a job on Facebook and digging up government data, the conference has it all for journalists looking to brush up skills or reboot their careers.

Find a schedule of sessions and registration information here:

http://www.spj.org/regionalconf-7.asp
Questions? Contact Heather Dunn at hdunn@spj.org.

_______________________________________________

-- Foundation Board, Past Presidents Dinner April 28

The Board of Directors of the Missouri Press Foundation will hold its annual meeting at 2 p.m. Thursday, April 28, at the MPA office in Columbia.

The annual Missouri Press Association Past Presidents and Spouses Dinner will be held at 6 p.m. Thursday, April 28, at Grand Cru Restaurant.

A Room Block for the event is being held at Stoney Creek Inn at a rate of $90. Call the hotel at 573-442-6400 for reservations.

_______________________________________________

-- 'Like' MPA on Facebook, sign up for Tweets

Missouri Press Association is on Facebook and Twitter. Get updates by "liking" MPA on Facebook and signing up for Tweets.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Missouri-Press-Association/154375874617599
http://twitter.com/#!/MissouriPress.

_______________________________________________
-- Newspaper Archive Summit April 10-12 in Columbia

Explore ways to make sure your community's history and cultural record, which are being chronicled in digital news products, are preserved. A Newspaper Archive Summit will be held April 10-12 at the Reynolds Journalism Institute in Columbia. 

Registration is free. For more information about the conference and to register, go to the conference website: http://tinyurl.com/4ex6csx. If you have questions contact Dorothy Carner at carnerd@missouri.edu, 573-882-6591.

_______________________________________________

-- Circulation meeting April 14-16 in Rogers, Ark.

The 2011 Midwest Circulation Management Association Conference will be Thursday-Saturday, April 14-16, at the Embassy Suites in Rogers, Ark. (The MCMA Conference is for paid subscription publications only.)

 
Sessions at the conference will cover a wide range of circulation topics, including legal issues, ABC regulations, postal updates and carrier training. 

 
For more information contact Aaron Hargis, Promotions Coordinator, 479-684-5509, or visit the MCMA website, http://www.midwestcirculation.com/.
_______________________________________________

-- Ad Managers' Association meeting April 14-15 in Kansas City

Sales and advertising trainers Tim Smith and Russell Viers will be the featured speakers at the April 14-15 meeting of the Missouri Advertising Managers' Association. The meeting will be at the Holiday Inn Kansas City SE Water Park Hotel, 9103 E. 39th St. 

The meeting will begin with registration at noon on Thursday, April 14, and it will adjourn at noon on Friday, April 15. 

A registration form and agenda are at http://www.mopress.com/current_forms.php.

_______________________________________________

-- Southeast Press will meet in Cape Girardeau

The Southeast Missouri Press Association will hold its 118th Annual Conference Friday, June 3, in the University Center at Southeast Missouri State University, Cape Girardeau. Registration information will be sent in April.
_______________________________________________

-- Show-Me Press will meet in Hannibal

Show-Me Press Association will meet Thursday-Saturday, June 9-11, at Hannibal Quality Inn.

The MPA Porter Fisher Golf Classic will be held on Thursday.
Registration forms for the Golf Classic and the Show-Me Press meeting will be posted very soon on http://www.mopress.com/current_forms.php.
_______________________________________________

-- Online Media Campus training

Go to http://www.onlinemediacampus.com to check out Online Media Campus low-cost webinars planned for the year. Webinars coming soon:

-Social Media Ethics, April 7

- Video Reporting in a Print Environment, Friday, April 15
- Social Media Ethics, Thursday, April 21
- Precision Journalism, Grammar, Structure and Usage, Thursday, April 28
- Digital News Content: Copyrights, Trademarkes and Right of Publicity, Friday, May 6
-Return to Sales Basics, May 12

Missouri Press Association is among the sponsors of Online Media Campus. 

_______________________________________________

--MPA Calendar

April
1 -- Russell Viers workshop in Lamar: "Build Your Newspaper Faster Using InDesign and Photoshop," conference room of the Barton County Ambulance District.
10-12 -- Newspaper Archive Summit, Reynolds Journalism Institute, Columbia
14-15 -- Missouri Advertising Managers' Association, Holiday Inn Kansas City SE Water Park Hotel
14-16 -- Midwest Circulation Management Association meeting, Rogers, Ark.
28 -- Missouri Press Foundation Board meeting, 2 p.m., MPA office
28 -- Past Presidents and Spouses Dinner, 6 p.m., Grand Cru Restaurant, Columbia

29 -- Social Media Workshop, Holiday Inn Express, Warrensburg
May
6 -- Social Media Workshop, Kenneth Cowan Civic Center, Lebanon

June
3 -- Southeast Missouri Press Association, Southeast Missouri State University, Cape Girardeau

9-11 -- (Tentative) Show-Me Press Association annual meeting, Hannibal Quality Inn, Hannibal

July
20-23 -- 50th Annual National Newspaper Association Government Affairs Conference, Washington, D.C.

September
8-10 -- 145th Annual MPA Convention, Hilton Convention Center at Branson Landing, Branson

22-25 -- National Newspaper Association Annual Convention and Trade Show, Albuquerque, N.M.
_______________________________________________
--Job Bank & Marketplace

HELP WANTED

EDITOR/GENERAL MANAGER: A weekly newspaper in south-central Missouri is searching for an editor/general manager, someone who loves community news and is eager to manage business operations for a growing publication that serves the communities surrounding one of the nation’s largest U.S. military bases, Fort Leonard Wood. This is a position with an immediate opening, offering a salary commensurate with experience, company health insurance, a 401(K) plan, paid vacation and many more benefit options. The successful candidate should have a relevant college degree and at least three years of reporting and editing experience. Must have experience with Adobe PageMaker and/or Adobe InDesign. Must know AP style. Mail a resume, several work samples and references to Editor, Missouri Press Association, 802 Locust St., Columbia, MO 65201. 3-23
CIRCULATION DIRECTOR:  Circulation Director needed for Central Missouri Newspapers Inc. Excellent marketing, communications, leadership, organizational, team-building, creative and analytical skills a must. Newspaper circulation background required. Qualified applicants please email resume to mvivion@newstribune.com.
SPORTS EDITOR: The Kirksville Daily Express, a six-day newspaper in northeast Missouri, has an immediate opening for a sports editor. This person will be responsible for daily pagination of the sports pages, leading coverage of 11 area high schools and a Division II university, writing features, editing, some photography, and more. The ideal candidate will have a bachelor's degree in journalism or a related field, as well as experience with QuarkXPress. This position also involves making consistent Internet updates and usage of social media tools. Send your resume and samples of writing and pagination work to Jason Hunsicker, Managing Editor, Kirksville Daily Express, P.O. Box 809, Kirksville, MO 63501, or e-mail at dailyexpresseditor@gmail.com. No phone calls, please. 3-2 

 
MARKETING REP: The National Newspaper Association is looking for someone who believes in newspapers to join the NNA Marketing Council as a representative for this region. We need someone who is connected and who wishes to stay connected to the industry in Missouri, who believes that community newspapers are the heart and soul of their towns, cities and counties, someone who wishes to build the newspaper industry. A representative's role will be to contact newspaper editors and publishers and tell them about NNA and why we can help their newspapers, their communities and their industry. If you're that person, give us a call and tell us what you're thinking. Marketing Council reps will have flexibility to design their own plans. We offer an expense stipend payable when the plan is accepted, and a good commission based on results. For more information contact Lynn Edinger at NNA, lynn@nna.org, 573-882-5800.

FOR SALE

N. MO. WEEKLY: Locally owned, hometown weekly newspaper in La Plata, Missouri. 1,000 circulation. Mostly farm and rural area oriented. Homey, small "mom and pop" paper. Kids are grown and gone, time for me to do the same. If interested please call Becky at 660-651-9704 or The Home Press at 660-332-4431 for more information. 

______________________________________________
-- End Note

If others in your office should receive this eBulletin, please reply with their names and email addresses. 

EBulletins are archived on the MPA website at http://www.mopress.com/ebulletin.php.

Direct comments to: Kent Ford, MPA editor, kford@socket.net.
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