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_______________________________________________

-- Photos of 'Newspaper Flags' quilt are online
Missouri Press has created a one-of-a-kind handmade collectible quilt that features the flags of all current Missouri Press Association newspaper members.

A ticket for a chance to win the quilt costs $10, which is tax-deductible as a donation to Missouri Press Foundation.  

 

Newspapers' nameplates are grouped in 11 blocks around a block that features the Missouri Press Association and Missouri Press Foundation logos.

 

Pictures of each of the quilt blocks -- one of them has your paper's flag on it -- are at http://www.mopress.com/med_form_test.php.

The entire quilt can be seen at

http://www.mopress.com/foundation.php?blog_id=124
_______________________________________________

-- Share your tech tips, helpful websites, newspaper blogs
If any of you have discovered or learned about a good technology tip or helpful website or blog, send a note to MPA and we'll share what you know with other members. 

With staffs scrambling to get the newspaper out each day or week, and with the avalanche of information and development pouring down, most of us don't have time to keep search around to keep our digital skills honed.

So, if you've found a great tech tip or website or blog about journalism, newspapering, advertising or business, share it with the rest of us. Thanks!

Here's an example. When you have a few minutes, copy this link into your browser: feed://feeds.feedburner.com/tojou.  

The next item is another example.

_______________________________________________

-- Weekly uses dropbox.com to manage content
Linda Ahern, publisher and editor of the Lee's Summit Tribune, sent a note about a program she and her staff use to produce their paper. She pays $99 a year for the service, but a basic use of the program is free.
www.dropbox.com
"We've been using this for several years as our file share or server. Has a phone app and can be accessed from anywhere at anytime. We store all our files, photo's, articles, proof pages and pages to press, ad directory, links and fonts etc.

"We are a virtual office. Although I have a storefront, my writers, photographers and other freelancers work from home. Graphics now works in the office one day a week, but he starts the paper at home from dropbox.com.

When Time Warner Cable and Comcast go down, we can still operate from our phones as a back up.

I can work from my patio; last week, one of our proofers worked from a park from his iPod.

Proof pages are dropped into dropbox, proofers proof, rename the pdf and drop the files back into the dropbox.

Virtual offices are great; this is most productive.

(A 2GB Dropbox is free. A 50GB box costs $9.99 per month; a 100GB box costs $19.99 per month.)
_______________________________________________

-- Funds being raised for Joplin video
Missouri Press Association is raising $60,000 to finance the production of a documentary video about the work of The Joplin Globe to keep its community informed after the May 22 tornado. 
A seven-minute preview of the documentary can be viewed at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4D37UI3N0Ek. 
Producers of the video are Scott Charton, former Associated Press roving correspondent; Beth Pike and Steve Hudnell. This trio produced the Missouri PBS documentary “Trustees for the Public: 200 Years of Missouri Newspapers,” which won the Midwest Regional EMMY Award for Best Documentary in 2009.

They hope to have the Joplin video ready for release to general audiences by early next year.
Those wishing to contribute may send checks to the Missouri Press Foundation at 802 Locust St., Columbia, MO 65201.
_______________________________________________
-- Mo. Digital News feedback wanted
Phill Brooks, director of Missouri Digital News, which creates our Capitol Report during the legislative sessions, would like your thoughts about a new feature and about a content sharing program. His note about this was emailed to you Tuesday.

Brooks is considering a weekly column, "Statehouse Perspectives," that would give historical perspective to current issues in the Capitol. The non-opinion column would be included in the weekly Capitol Report and would be relatively short.  

The second idea is creating on the Missouri Digital News website a system for trading stories, columns and editorials. Use could be limited to MPA members. (Think regular updates on flooding and tornado recovery and editorials on current issues, photos of big news events.)
Contact Brooks with your thoughts on these ideas: prb@mdn.org or cell (573) 353-7525.

_______________________________________________
-- Learn to use Twitter at 'Twitter for Newsrooms'
Twitter has been seen as a great source for relaying and finding information. Now Twitter has given us even better guidance for using the service and its features in order to help more stories reach more people.

With a new site called Twitter for Newsrooms, you’ll find a wealth of information from ways to verify sources to the “accepted” standards for embedding Tweets into your stories. (http://media.twitter.com/newsrooms)
Many of the links inside of Twitter for Newsrooms will take you to the Twitter Help Center, where deeper explanations are given for Twitter’s guidelines for use of tweets.
_______________________________________________
-- Trust in newspapers ticks up

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans' confidence in newspapers and television news rebounded slightly in the past year, having been stuck at record lows since 2007. 28% of Americans express a great deal or quite a lot of confidence in newspapers and 27% say the same about television news. Read more. (http://www.gallup.com/poll/148250/Americans-Regain-Confidence-Newspapers-News.aspx)
_______________________________________________

-- See Mizzou take on Texas Tech on Nov. 19

The annual tickets-for-advertising football game this fall will be Nov. 19 against Texas Tech. The usual tailgate party will be held in the Hearnes Fieldhouse beginning two hours before kickoff, which has not been scheduled. Cost will be $8 per person for the party.

Your newspaper can receive from six to 20 tickets to the game, valued at $47 per ticket. In exchange, you agree to run advertising for Mizzou athletics with a value of $47 times the number of tickets you receive.

The deadline for signing up for this program is July 18. Get a registration form at http://mopress.com/association.php?blog_id=471.

_______________________________________________

-- Plan now to attend Convention in Branson
The Missouri Press Association's 145th Annual Convention will be Sept. 8-10 at the Hilton Branson Convention Hotel in historic downtown Branson.
Get information and a registration form at http://www.mopress.com/CURRENT_FORMS.php.
Here are links to websites for more information about Branson Landing and the hotel.

http://www.bransonlanding.com/stay_cc.html
http://www.bransonlanding.com/
_______________________________________________

-- Joplin donations top $65,000!

The Missouri Press Foundation continues to receive donations for The Joplin Globe relief fund. 
Tax-deductible donations to the relief fund may be made at http://tinyurl.com/44szw5r, or you can mail them to the Missouri Press Foundation, 802 Locust Street, Columbia, MO 65201.
_______________________________________________

-- NAA names Caroline Little president and CEO
Arlington, Va. – NAA's board of directors has appointed Caroline H. Little to serve as the association’s president and CEO, effective Sept. 6. Little succeeds John F. Sturm, who led the association for 16 years and has announced his retirement.

 

Little, 51, has more than 25 years of executive and legal experience, serving most recently as CEO, North America of Guardian News and Media Ltd., where she oversaw all U.S. operations, including the digital news media properties guardian.co.uk and ContentNext Media Inc. (operators of paidContent.org) from 2008 to 2011.

 

Prior to that, Little was with Washington Post Newsweek Interactive (WPNI). She joined The Washington Post Company after serving as deputy general counsel for U.S. News & World Report, The Atlantic Monthly and Fast Company. She began her career in 1986 as an associate in Arnold & Porter’s Washington D.C. office, where she was a member of the telecommunications, real estate and general corporate law practices.

 

Little is a director at the American Press Institute and a member of the District of Columbia Bar Association, The Posse Foundation Board of Directors, and the Journalism Advisory Committee of The Knight Foundation. She was chair of the Online Publishers Association Board of Directors from 2005 to 2008, a member of the Internet Advertising Bureau Board of Directors from 2005 to 2008, and a member of Google’s Publisher Advisory Council from 2007 to 2008.

 

A 1986 graduate of the New York University School of Law, Little won the Sol D. Kapelsohn Prize for highest excellence in legal writing in the field of labor law. She attended Grinnell College in Iowa for two years and received a bachelor’s degree in English from Wesleyan University, Phi Beta Kappa, in 1981. 

_______________________________________________

-- Crowdsourcing for tornado recovery 
Chris Rattey, online director of the Tuscaloosa (Ala.) News, needed a way to let the online world know about damage and recovery efforts after tornadoes ripped through Tuscaloosa on April 27.

One tool he produced is recoveryalabama.com, a crowdmapping site operated with help from newspapers statewide, the University of Alabamaʼs journalism department, and volunteers from around the planet. (www.recoveryalabama.com)
A colleague introduced Rattey to Ushahidi (oo-sha-HEE-dee), an open source web application that lets anyone put information into Google maps.

Ushahidi started in 2008 to track violence in post-election Kenya. This year it has been used to track earthquake effects in Japan and New Zealand. Itʼs being used now to track Mississippi flooding and violence in Libya. The Chicago Tribune and Washington Post used it previously to let readers post information and maps about blizzards.

Ushahidi means “testimony” in Swahili. Its funding sponsors include the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation and the MacArthur Foundation.

The software can be installed on most web platforms, or you can set up your own map using its free server. The system lets anyone submit a post, but only “editors” can approve the post. Ushahidi also has iPhone and Android apps, so anyone can post or find information from anywhere with cellular or wi-fi access.

See ushahidi.com for more details. (http://www.ushahidi.com/)
_______________________________________________

-- Computers trounce phones getting to newspaper websites
More than 90 percent of traffic to U.S. newspaper websites is generated by users at their computers and laptops, with only a trickle coming from mobile phones and tablet devices, according to a new report issued by comScore Inc. The analysis, Device Essentials, measures digital traffic by device.

Within the United States, the report said, 93 percent of visits to newspaper websites come from computers, while 4.6 percent come from cell phones and 1.8 percent from tablet devices. The pattern is consistent worldwide.

The report also said that Apple Inc.’s iPad is by far the industry’s dominant tablet computer. The gadget contributes 89 percent of tablet traffic across all markets.
_______________________________________________

-- Contest judging results being tabulated
Results of the MPA Better Newspaper Contest are being tabulated. 
Newspapers that win awards will be notified of their awards in mid-to-late July.  Awards will be presented Saturday, Sept. 10, at the MPA Convention in Branson.
_______________________________________________

-- Photojournalism Hall of Fame induction Oct. 20
The induction program for the Missouri Photojournalism Hall of Fame will be Thursday, Oct. 20, in Washington, Mo. This year's inductees will be announced soon. Watch for that news and plan to attend the program to honor them.
_______________________________________________

-- Journal Register Co. improving with digital
Three years ago, the Journal Register Co. was one of the newspaper industry’s worst black eyes. The sprawling chain of small to mid-sized newspapers, shoppers and magazines was careening toward a crash. The New York Stock Exchange delisted its stock in 2008. Bankruptcy followed in February 2009. 

Today the company looks more like a poster child for change, with industry onlookers hoping at least some of its many experiments succeed. Read more. 

(http://www.netnewscheck.com/article/2011/06/27/12315/digital-first-strategy-reaps-gains-for-jrc?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term='Digital+First'+Strategy+Reaps+Gains+For+JRC&utm_campaign=Executive+Session+With+John+Paton%3a+'Digital+First'+Reaps+Gains+For+JRC)
_______________________________________________

-- Online Media Campus training

Go to http://www.onlinemediacampus.com to check out Online Media Campus low-cost webinars planned for the year. Webinars coming soon:
CREATING BETTER BLACK & WHITE PHOTOS 

Friday, July 8 • 1-2 p.m. CDT: Presented by Russell Viers: You will learn:
• Why simply changing the mode to Grayscale fails • Benefits of shooting in color and converting in Photoshop • How the Black and White Adjustment Tool is magic • Using Camera Raw Filter to convert batches of photos in seconds • How adjusting in color can make better black and white photos. 

REPORTING AND WRITING: Just the Facts. Please! 

Thursday, July 14 • 1-2 p.m. CDT: This webinar will cover: • The best ways for reporters to report accurately, correctly, promptly, for any medium. • Improving relationships with sources. • What stories are going unreported. • Finding time for investigative reporting while covering a day-to-day beat. • Common sins of daily journalism.
_______________________________________________

--MPA Calendar

July
20-23 -- 50th Annual National Newspaper Association Government Affairs Conference, Washington, D.C.

September
8-10 -- 145th Annual MPA Convention, Hilton Convention Center at Branson Landing, Branson

22-25 -- National Newspaper Association Annual Convention and Trade Show, Albuquerque, N.M.
October
20 -- Missouri Photojournalism Hall of Fame Induction Program, Washington, Mo.

November
19 -- Mizzou football v. Texas Tech, Columbia; MPA Tailgate party in Hearnes Fieldhouse two hours before kickoff (kickoff time not yet set).
_______________________________________________
--Job Bank & Marketplace

HELP WANTED

NEWS EDITOR: Immediate opening for news editor at suburban Kansas City daily paper. Position will be in charge of design and layout of news pages each day and help lead five-person news staff to create dynamic, community-focused print and online products. Must have proven design talent, excellent news judgment, consistent copy-editing skills, headline creativity, and the ability to effectively communicate with staff and community. Good benefits and opportunity at progressive community paper with growing multimedia presence. Regional candidates preferred. EOP. Send letter, resume and design clips to General Manager Dale Brendel at dale.brendel@leavenworthtimes.com, or 422 Seneca St., Leavenworth, KS 66048. 6-6

 

REPORTER: The Advance Monticellonian, a weekly newspaper located in the fast growing community in southeast Arkansas, is looking for an energetic, organized, proven reporter to join its newsroom. The ideal candidate must be a creative, solid writer; attentive to detail; and flexible enough to help with Web and design duties. Experience with photography, video and social networking are a plus. Knowing the people and having connections in Southeast Arkansas is a bonus. There will also be opportunities to write for annual magazines and special sections. If you want to be part of an energetic, growing news enterprise, and live in a beautiful part of Arkansas, send your resume and writing clips to Publisher Tom White at publisher@monticellonews.net, and to consultant Tay Smith, at taymsmith@gmail.com. 5-24

 

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER wanted! Dodge City is looking for a leader for their multimedia team in southwestern Kansas. Dodge is the home of stable industry, a blossoming tourist trade and a booming state-owned casino. The ideal candidate will demonstrate solid, deadline-oriented community news judgment and will be a proven leader. Bilingual fluency is a plus for this culturally diverse GateHouse Media, Inc market. The position includes a competitive compensation and benefit package. Send resume to Stephen Wade, Kansas Group Publisher, stephen.wade@morningsun.net. 5-10

FOR SALE

WEEKLY — The St. Marys Star, founded in 1884, printed Wednesdays and only newspaper in county with website, www.thesmstar.com <http://www.thesmstar.com>. Circulation 1,375+. Big community supporter and official paper for St. Marys, Emmett, Willard and Delia, St. Mary's Academy and Kaw Valley USD 321. Building not included, but computer equipment supports electronic delivery to printer. Above average cash flow. Expansion potential obtainable or good add-on acquisition. Asking $207,000. Email owner at ranaetetlow@gmail.com. If you have questions, call 785/437-2935. 

______________________________________________
-- End Note

If others in your office should receive this eBulletin, please reply with their names and email addresses. 

EBulletins are archived on the MPA website at http://www.mopress.com/ebulletin.php.

Direct comments to: Kent Ford, MPA editor, kford@socket.net.

###

