MPA eBulletin, July 6, 2011
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_______________________________________________

-- Football ticket deadline is July 18
The annual tickets-for-advertising football game this fall will be Nov. 19 against Texas Tech. The deadline for signing up for this program is July 18. Get a registration form at http://mopress.com/association.php?blog_id=471.

Your newspaper can receive from six to 20 tickets to the game, valued at $47 per ticket. In exchange, you agree to run advertising for Mizzou athletics with a value of $47 times the number of tickets you receive.
If you do not need 20 tickets, you still can order 20 and allow Missouri Press to keep a number of them. They will be given to MPA advertisers and associates. Your paper still must run advertising of equivalent value to the number of tickets you order.
The usual tailgate party will be held in the Hearnes Fieldhouse beginning two hours before kickoff, which has not been scheduled. Cost will be $8 per person for the party. If you give your football tickets to advertisers or friends, they are welcome to attend the tailgate party for the same fee. MPA needs to know the number who will attend the party.
_______________________________________________

-- Help protect Public Notices in your newspaper
Missouri Press continues to urge its members to send PDFs of all content of each issue of their newspapers to the Missouri Press website www.mopublicnotices.com, which is administered by Newz Group. Some members already are doing this; we NEED EVERYONE to do this. 

As stated in the 2011 Advertising Agreement between Missouri Press and your newspaper, your newspaper's electronic files, sent to mopublicnotices.com, will allow public notices to be posted on the Missouri Press site almost immediately. Such posting will help us fend off the growing annual threat to printed public notices by local and state governments.
(Your newspaper already is being delivered to Missouri Press by mail. By sending digital files, Missouri Press and Newz Group will be able to compete in the digital world.)

A timely, 100%-participation public notice website will give Missouri Press a powerful tool when local and state governments say they want to put their public notices on the internet. Why would governments need to create and maintain a public notice website when one already exists in the private sector?

You MUST participate in this for it to be effective. If public notices are lost to your newspaper, they will be lost to every newspaper in the state. 

The public will lose notice of government activity delivered to their driveways and mailboxes, and elected officials will lose unalterable, hard-copy proof that they met their statutory obligation to inform citizens of their intentions.    

There are two ways to transmit content to the Missouri Press database. The preferred way is the same way newspapers send their pages to a printer, through an FTP (file transfer protocol) site. The advantage of this method is that after the initial set-up is completed, the process is automatic. When you send your pages to your printer, they also go to the public notice site. You don't have to do anything else -- ever. 
Digital editions of your paper also can be sent to Newz Group through a website. (With this method, someone at your paper has to send the file for each issue -- not a big deal, but another regular task.) 

If you have concerns about this request, or if you want more information or instructions on sending your files to Newz Group, please contact Doug Crews, dcrews@socket.net, or Greg Baker, gbaker@socket.net, at Missouri Press, (573) 449-4167.

_______________________________________________

-- Political ad workshop hosts needed
In 2003 Missouri Press Service hosted 9 political ad sales workshops around the state. Results of the latest Post Election Voter Survey were presented along with information on ad schedules, copy and disclaimer law. 
MPS would like to do this again this fall so you will be ready for your local elections next year. We are seeking newspapers to host area events open to all member ad sales people. 
If there is an available meeting room in your town (with no costs) or at your newspaper where we could gather with other people from other newspapers in the area to present this information, please contact MPS ad director Greg Baker, gbaker@socket.net. 

Any ideas to include in the workshop are welcome too.
_______________________________________________

-- Monroe City weekly sold to Lakeway

The weekly Monroe City Lake Gazette has been sold to Lakeway Publishers of Missouri, effective June 30.
The Lake Gazette joins other newspapers and publications within Lakeway Publishers of Missouri: Louisiana Press-Journal, Bowling Green Times, Vandalia Leader, Centralia Fireside Guard, Lincoln County Journal, Troy Free Press, Elsberry Democrat, Hermann Advertiser-Courier and New Haven Leader.
R. Jack Fishman is president of Lakeway Publishers, Inc., which is based in Morristown, Tenn.

Linda Geist, who founded the Lake Gazette in 1997, will remain with the paper through a brief transition. John Verser, recently named editor of the Gazette, will be the paper’s general manager.
Ed Anderson of National Media Associates, Branson, was the broker for the transaction.
_______________________________________________

-- See the 'Newspaper Flags' quilt online
Pictures of the one-of-a-kind handmade collectible quilt, which features the flags of all current Missouri Press Association newspaper members, are at http://www.mopress.com/med_form_test.php.

One of the quilt blocks has your newspaper's nameplate on it. A photo of the entire quilt can be seen at

http://www.mopress.com/foundation.php?blog_id=124
Tickets for chances to win the quilt cost $10, which is tax-deductible as a donation to Missouri Press Foundation. The drawing will be held on Sept. 10 during the MPA Convention in Branson. 

 

_______________________________________________
-- Funds being raised for Joplin video
Missouri Press Association is raising $60,000 to finance the production of a documentary video about the work of The Joplin Globe to keep its community informed after the May 22 tornado. A seven-minute preview of the documentary can be viewed at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4D37UI3N0Ek. 
Producers of the video are Scott Charton, former Associated Press roving correspondent; Beth Pike and Steve Hudnell. This trio produced the Missouri PBS documentary “Trustees for the Public: 200 Years of Missouri Newspapers,” which won the Midwest Regional EMMY Award for Best Documentary in 2009. They hope to have the Joplin video ready for release to general audiences by early next year.
Contributions to the video project can be mailed to the Missouri Press Foundation at 802 Locust St., Columbia, MO 65201.
_______________________________________________
-- Mo. Digital News feedback wanted
Phill Brooks, director of Missouri Digital News, which creates our Capitol Report during legislative sessions, would like your thoughts about a new feature and about a content sharing program. 

Brooks is considering a weekly column, "Statehouse Perspectives," that would give historical perspective to current issues in the Capitol. The non-opinion column would be included in the weekly Capitol Report and would be relatively short.  

The second idea is creating on the Missouri Digital News website a system for trading stories, columns and editorials. Use could be limited to MPA members. (Think regular updates on flooding and tornado recovery, editorials on current issues, and photos of big news events.)
Contact Brooks with your thoughts on these ideas: prb@mdn.org or cell (573) 353-7525.

_______________________________________________
-- MPA Convention in Branson Sept. 8-10
The July issue of Missouri Press News magazine has information, an agenda and a registration form for the Missouri Press Association's 145th Annual Convention, which will be Sept. 8-10 at the Hilton Branson Convention Hotel in historic downtown Branson.
Information and a registration form are also online: http://www.mopress.com/CURRENT_FORMS.php.
Here are links to information about Branson Landing and the hotel.

http://www.bransonlanding.com/stay_cc.html
http://www.bransonlanding.com/
_______________________________________________

-- Help families of Joplin Globe employees
Tax-deductible donations to the Missouri Press Foundation's Joplin Globe relief fund may be made at http://tinyurl.com/44szw5r, or you can mail checks to the  Foundation, 802 Locust Street, Columbia, MO 65201.
_______________________________________________
-- J School will accept East Central College credits
Students attending East Central College in Union can now transfer to the Missouri School of Journalism more easily through a new agreement.
ECC students who have earned an associate of arts in journalism degree are guaranteed that the University of Missouri will accept designated journalism credits and all general education credits.
_______________________________________________

-- Winning newspapers will be contacted
Newspapers that won awards in the Better Newspaper Contest will be notified of their awards soon. An email will be sent to all papers when notification letters have been sent. 

Awards will be presented Saturday, Sept. 10, at the MPA Convention in Branson.
_______________________________________________

-- Photojournalism Hall of Fame induction Oct. 20
The induction program for the Missouri Photojournalism Hall of Fame will be Thursday, Oct. 20, in Washington, Mo. This year's inductees will be announced soon. Watch for that news and plan to attend the program to honor them.
_______________________________________________

-- Star a finalist for APME 'Innovator' award
The Kansas City Star, The Register Citizen in Torrington, Conn., and a group of Pennsylvania newspapers are finalists in the Associated Press Managing Editors' annual Innovator of the Year contest.

The papers will present their work at the annual APME conference Sept. 14-16 in Denver. After the presentations, the audience will choose the winner.

The Star was chosen for the Midwest Democracy Project, a collaborative experiment to find new and better ways for Kansas and Missouri citizens to get informed and engage in civic debate. The newspaper's partners include the University of Kansas William Allen White School of Journalism and Mass Communications and the University of Missouri School of Journalism and its Donald W. Reynolds Journalism Institute.

This is the fifth year for APME's Innovator of the Year. The winning entry will receive $2,000 from the contest sponsors, GateHouse Media and the Reynolds Journalism Institute at the University of Missouri.

Newspapers are encouraged to submit their innovative work for monthly recognition. Visit http://www.apme.com/ for details.
_______________________________________________

-- Online Media Campus training

Go to http://www.onlinemediacampus.com to check out Online Media Campus low-cost webinars ($35). Webinars coming soon:
—REPORTING AND WRITING: Just the Facts. Please! 

Thursday, July 14, 1-2 p.m. CDT: This webinar will cover: The best ways for reporters to report accurately, correctly, promptly, for any medium; Improving relationships with sources; What stories are going unreported; Finding time for investigative reporting while covering a day-to-day beat; Common sins of daily journalism.
—Selling to Main Street: Growing more local ad revenue
Friday, Aug. 12, 1:00-2:00 p.m. CDT: Opportunity still exists at the local level! Marketplace dynamics are causing a shift towards people opening their own businesses and they are in need of expertise. To earn a relationship with these new businesses, you have to present yourself differently than the competition. So, what is your approach? We’ll uncover: Prospecting calls that result in getting appointments; Credibility presentations in under 7 minutes; Many more local selling techniques!
Registration deadline: Tuesday, Aug. 9 (Registrations submitted after this date are subject to a $10 late fee)
_______________________________________________

--MPA Calendar

July
20-23 -- 50th Annual National Newspaper Association Government Affairs Conference, Washington, D.C.

September
8-10 -- 145th Annual MPA Convention, Hilton Convention Center at Branson Landing, Branson

22-25 -- National Newspaper Association Annual Convention and Trade Show, Albuquerque, N.M.
October
20 -- Missouri Photojournalism Hall of Fame Induction Program, Washington, Mo.

November
19 -- Mizzou football v. Texas Tech, Columbia; MPA Tailgate party in Hearnes Fieldhouse two hours before kickoff (kickoff time not yet set).
_______________________________________________
--Job Bank & Marketplace

HELP WANTED

NEWS EDITOR: Immediate opening for news editor at suburban Kansas City daily paper. Position will be in charge of design and layout of news pages each day and help lead five-person news staff to create dynamic, community-focused print and online products. Must have proven design talent, excellent news judgment, consistent copy-editing skills, headline creativity, and the ability to effectively communicate with staff and community. Good benefits and opportunity at progressive community paper with growing multimedia presence. Regional candidates preferred. EOP. Send letter, resume and design clips to General Manager Dale Brendel at dale.brendel@leavenworthtimes.com, or 422 Seneca St., Leavenworth, KS 66048. 6-6

 

REPORTER: The Advance Monticellonian, a weekly newspaper located in the fast growing community in southeast Arkansas, is looking for an energetic, organized, proven reporter to join its newsroom. The ideal candidate must be a creative, solid writer; attentive to detail; and flexible enough to help with Web and design duties. Experience with photography, video and social networking are a plus. Knowing the people and having connections in Southeast Arkansas is a bonus. There will also be opportunities to write for annual magazines and special sections. If you want to be part of an energetic, growing news enterprise, and live in a beautiful part of Arkansas, send your resume and writing clips to Publisher Tom White at publisher@monticellonews.net, and to consultant Tay Smith, at taymsmith@gmail.com. 5-24

 

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER wanted! Dodge City is looking for a leader for their multimedia team in southwestern Kansas. Dodge is the home of stable industry, a blossoming tourist trade and a booming state-owned casino. The ideal candidate will demonstrate solid, deadline-oriented community news judgment and will be a proven leader. Bilingual fluency is a plus for this culturally diverse GateHouse Media, Inc market. The position includes a competitive compensation and benefit package. Send resume to Stephen Wade, Kansas Group Publisher, stephen.wade@morningsun.net. 5-10

FOR SALE

WEEKLY — The St. Marys Star, founded in 1884, printed Wednesdays and only newspaper in county with website, www.thesmstar.com <http://www.thesmstar.com>. Circulation 1,375+. Big community supporter and official paper for St. Marys, Emmett, Willard and Delia, St. Mary's Academy and Kaw Valley USD 321. Building not included, but computer equipment supports electronic delivery to printer. Above average cash flow. Expansion potential obtainable or good add-on acquisition. Asking $207,000. Email owner at ranaetetlow@gmail.com. If you have questions, call 785/437-2935. 

______________________________________________
-- End Note

If others in your office should receive this eBulletin, please reply with their names and email addresses. 

EBulletins are archived on the MPA website at http://www.mopress.com/ebulletin.php.

Direct comments to: Kent Ford, MPA editor, kford@socket.net.

###

